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permitted to have four wives, but that many of them
had only one—that on the occasion of a marriage there
was a great dance which lasted all day long, in which
both men and women "leaped," but that during this
wild rejoicing the bride was shut up all alone, in a dark
room which no single ray of light was permitted to pene-
trate, and that the first light she saw was the torch car-
ried by the bridegroom when he entered to release her.
In the religious part of the ceremony, he said, earth
and water were mixed into a loaf of bread and broken
over the bride.
I was wondering meanwhile about the stories that
among the Yezidees the Mir had the same right as
medieval feudal lords in Christendom to lie with the
bride on the first night, before the husband. I supposed
that if there was such a custom, the Yezidees themselves
must regard it as proper, and that, therefore, there could
be no harm in asking.
The priest replied that there was indeed such a law,
but that it was an ancient law and that, so far as he
knew, in his own lifetime it had never been put into
actual practice.
As for the silver bridal girdle or "corset" in which I
expressed an interest, I might see one of them for the
asking, he said, at Baadri, or in any of the villages,
As we rode returning to the castle of Said Beg that
afternoon, I told Mechmed Hamdi that I would very
much like to go down into Baadri, or to some other vil-
lage, and see not only the girdles, but something of the
common everyday life of the Yezidees. He advised me
against it and doubted that the Mir would permit it, even
though he himself was friendly to English-speaking peo-

